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About Grants
The Company of Biologists uses the surplus it generates for
the bene�t of biology and the biological community. We
support and encourage the sharing of knowledge across the
biological community. We make the following �nancial
contributions to support biologists:

Meeting Grants – for both large and small meetings. We
support meetings, workshops and conferences in the
�elds covered by our journals, around the world.
Travelling Fellowships –  to graduate students and post-
doctoral researchers wishing to make collaborative visits
to other laboratories. We make contributions of up to
£2,500 to o�set the cost of travel and other expenses.
These have no restriction on nationality.
Grants to scienti�c societies – both large and small.
Three of the societies we fund (British Society for
Developmental Biology (http://bsdb.org/), British
Society for Cell Biology (http://bscb.org) and the Society
for Experimental Biology (http://www.sebiology.org)) use
part of our funding to provide travel grants in order to
support early career scientists who wish to attend
conferences.

We believe in ensuring everyone has the opportunity to share
and bene�t from scienti�c discovery. For this reason our
journals are included in the HINARI
(http://www.who.int/hinari/en), AGORA
(http://www.fao.org/agora/en) and OARE
(http://www.unep.org/oare/) initiatives. These provide free
and unrestricted access for the world’s poorest nations to
environmental and biomedical literature.

Scienti�c Meeting Grants
Individuals wishing to apply for travel grants should contact the British Society
for Developmental Biology (http://bsdb.org/), the British Society for Cell
Biology (http://bscb.org) or the Society for Experimental Biology
(http://www.sebiology.org).

Applications are invited from the organisers of a range of charitable activities,
including – but not limited to – meetings, workshops and conferences in the �elds
covered by our journals. Organisers may use a grant from The Company of
Biologists in a variety of ways, for example to meet the expenses of a plenary or
keynote speaker, assist with travel for early career scientists, or to reduce (or
waive) registration fees.

It is necessary under the law of England and Wales, for grants to be provided on
terms which enable us to verify that the funding provided has been put to proper
use and monitor it, in furtherance of our charitable purposes. As such, our grants
are subject to terms and conditions which are non-negotiable and it is for those
applying for grants to decide whether or not to accept them on the terms o�ered.
Our Grant Agreement is attached to the application form for information.
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Apply (https://cob.smartsimple.ie/s_Login.jsp?lang=1&prole=0)

Guidelines for completing the application form:

The applicant who completes the form must be in the organising group for
the meeting. Applications from professional fund-raisers will not generally be
considered.
Incomplete application forms will not be considered.
We are unable to fund ‘core costs’ (or overheads).
Information on the topics/programme outline, speakers/proposed
speakers must be included with the application form. Please keep this
information to a maximum of six pages in total.
Please note that whilst the quality of science remains paramount, The
Company of Biologists would prefer to support meetings and events where
organisers have sought maximal feasible diversity in speakers in terms of
geography, gender and age. In addition, where attendance at events is
selective, then we would expect such issues to also be in�uential. We invite
applicants to make a statement on these issues in their application for
funding.
Funding requests must be in GB Pounds Sterling.
Application forms and supporting information must be written in English.

Acknowledgement of funding: As part of our agreement to provide funding, we
request that should your application be successful, you acknowledge The
Company of Biologists’ contribution to the meeting on your website and in any
printed material circulated about the event. We would ask that this
acknowledgement include our company name, logo and web address. Upon grant
approval we will issue a non-negotiable Grant Agreement which will need to be
signed and returned along with your bank details. We also require a 250–500 word
summary of the meeting including an assessment of the impact and outcome of
the meeting within 3 months of the meeting date. If you have any questions
regarding these grants, please contact mailto:grants@biologists.com
(mailto:grants@biologists.com).

Grants to hold a Small Meeting
The Company of Biologists will consider applications for a grant towards the cost
of holding a small meeting within the �elds of our journals. This would normally be a
local meeting with a small budget. Support requests for aspects of large meetings
will not be considered for a Small Meeting Grants. Applications should include the
title and location of the meeting, full details of costs, other sources of �nance
already obtained or applied for and any other relevant details.

Criteria for funding:

• Level of funding not exceeding £400

• Total meeting budget not to exceed £1,000

• Meeting to take place on one day

• Meeting not to be part of a larger meeting or organisation

• Only one application per year will be considered

• Funding will not be made retrospectively

Please note that incomplete applications will not be considered. Applicants will
generally be informed of the funding decision within four weeks of receipt
of application.

Deadline dates & FAQs
Deadline date for Scienti�c Meeting Grants

2018

11 September 2018 (Decision w/c 22 October 2018)

2019

04 January 2019 (Decision w/c 11 February 2019)
25 March 2019 (Decision w/c 06 May 2019
27 May 2019 (Decision w/c 08 July 2019)
02 September 2019 (Decision w/c 07 October 2019)
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When will I be noti�ed of the outcome of my application?

Applications are initially evaluated by the Grants Committee, who selects a short-
list to be recommended to the Board of Directors. If your application is
unsuccessful at this stage, you will be noti�ed immediately. The Board of Directors
then review the recommendations of the Grants Committee, following which
successful applicants will be contacted. You will be required to sign our non-
negotiable Grants Agreement and provide bank details to enable funds to be
electronically transferred.

What is the maximum funding available?

Although there are no rigid rules, we would normally expect grants to be broadly
proportional to the size of the meeting. Typically, they are awarded on a sliding
scale where meetings with fewer than 100 people are given up to £2,000, or over
about 400 people up to £6,000. These limits can be exceeded in exceptional cases,
but special justi�cation is required.

What will not be funded?

Expenditure on capital equipment and capital building proposals
Removal expenses
Undergraduate expeditions and courses
Prizes, e.g. posters
Social/political networking
Conference dinners/social events/refreshment breaks
Tuition fees
Payments for the employment of sta�
Abstract books
Series of meetings year on year
Intra-institutional events, e.g. departmental seminars, etc.
Indirect costs

Can we invoice The Company of Biologists for the value of the grant?

As this funding is a grant and not sponsorship, we do not require an invoice.

Can we request a change to the terms of the Grants Agreement?

It is not possible for The Company of Biologists to accept any changes to the
Grants Agreement. If you are unable to accept the terms o�ered, we will consider
your request for funding withdrawn.

DMM Conference Travel Grants
Disease Models & Mechanisms (http://dmm.biologists.org/)(DMM) o�ers
Conference Travel Grants of up to £600 (or currency equivalent) to early career
scientists wanting to attend meetings and courses relating to the areas of
research covered by the journal. We also welcome applications from independent
group leaders and PIs with no independent funding.

About DMM Travel Grant (/grants/dmm-conference-travel-grants/)

About Travelling Fellowships
The Company of Biologists’ journals Development, Journal of Cell Science,
Journal of Experimental Biology and Disease Models & Mechanisms o�er
Travelling Fellowships to postgraduate students and postdoctoral fellows wishing
to make collaborative visits to other research laboratories.

About Travelling Fellowships (/travelling-fellowships/)

Experimental neuroscience takes to the hills
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The Transylvanian Experimental Neuroscience Summer School (TENSS) grew
from an idea shared between Florin Albeanu and Raul Mureşan during a
conference in Romania in 2010. Two years later, the �rst TENSS took place on the
shores of Pike Lake in the picturesque province of Transylvania, Romania. …

Read more (http://www.biologists.com/stories/experimental-neuroscience-takes-h
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