


November 1, 2020

Greetings:

The Lasker Awards were canceled in 2020 owing to the global pandemic. They will be given again 

in 2021. On behalf of the Foundation, I invite you to submit a nomination for the 2021 Lasker Medical 

Research Awards.

Since 1945, Lasker Awards have recognized the contributions of scientists, physicians, and public 

citizens who have made major advances in the understanding, diagnosis, treatment, cure, 

and prevention of disease. 

The Medical Research Awards will be offered in three categories in 2021: Basic Research, Clinical 

Research, and Special Achievement. All nominations that were accepted in 2020 will be considered 

for 2021; nominators may submit updated packets if appropriate, but resubmissions are not required. 

In addition, new nominations are welcome. The Lasker~Bloomberg Public Service Award will next 

be given in 2022; the Foundation is not currently accepting nominations in this category.

To submit your Medical Research Award nomination, please follow the instructions on the following 

pages. The Foundation also accepts electronic submissions. For information on submitting an 

electronic nomination, please visit www.laskerfoundation.org. The Lasker Foundation seeks 

nominations of outstanding scientists; nominations of women and minorities are encouraged.

Lasker Awards often presage future Nobel Prizes and they have become known popularly as 

“America’s Nobels.” Ninety-four Lasker Laureates have received the Nobel Prize, including six 

in the last two years. 

A distinguished panel of jurors will select the scientists to be honored with Lasker Medical Research 

Awards. The 2021 Awards will be presented at a luncheon ceremony given by the Foundation in 

New York City on Friday, October 1, 2021.

Sincerely,

Joseph L. Goldstein, M. D.

Chair 

Lasker Medical Research Awards Jury



Purpose and Description of the Awards

The purpose of these Awards is to honor individuals 

who have made significant contributions to basic 

or clinical research. The Award winners may reside 

in any country of the world.

A list of previous recipients of the Lasker Awards 

in Basic Medical Research, Clinical Medical Research, 

and Special Achievement in Medical Science is included 

at the end of this booklet.

Each Award consists of an honorarium, a citation and an 

inscribed statuette of the Winged Victory of Samothrace, 

symbolizing victory over death and disease.

When the Award is given to more than one individual 

in a category, the honorarium will be divided among the 

winners, and each will receive a statuette and a citation. 

More than one scientist may be nominated if he or she 

has worked as a team, or if he or she independently 

made comparable contributions. No more than three 

individuals will be considered for an Award in the Basic 

or Clinical category.

The Jurors’ evaluations of the contributions of the 

nominees depend heavily on the information supplied 

in the nomination forms. Therefore, the nomination 

should be accurate, detailed, current and complete. 

Supporting letters that specifically address the 

nominee’s scientific accomplishments will be helpful 

to the Jury.

Awards and Criteria

Albert Lasker Basic Medical 
Research Award

For a fundamental discovery that opens up 

a new area of biomedical science.

Lasker~DeBakey Clinical Medical 
Research Award

For a major advance that improves the lives 

of many thousands of people.

Lasker~Koshland Special Achievement 
Award in Medical Science

For research accomplishments and scientific 

statesmanship that engender the deepest 

feelings of awe and respect.



Nomination Requirements

1.	 No more than three individuals will be considered  

for an Award in the Basic or Clinical category. 		

Nominators for the Basic or Clinical Award 

should provide:

	 a.	 A short citation (30 words or less) that highlights  

	 the nominee(s)’s research worthy of a Lasker Award.

	 b.	 A concise summary (150 words or less) of the 		

	 nominee(s)’s scientific contributions to this research.

	 c.	 A description of how the nominee(s)’s work 		

	 represents a major advance in either basic or clinical 	

	 sciences and how his or her original contributions 	

	 led to this advance. (Limit response to 2 pages or less).

	 d.	 A list of other scientist(s), in addition to your 		

	 nominee(s), who should be considered for this  

	 award, and why.  Please Note: The Jury considers 	

	 this question a crucial one, and nominations  

	 without a complete response will be returned.  

	 (Limit response to 1 page or less).

2.	 Special Achievement Awards are intended to honor  

a single individual. Nominators for the Special 

Achievement Award should provide:

	 a.	 A short citation (30 words or less) that highlights  

	 the nominee’s career in research worthy of this 	

	 Special Achievement Award.

	 b.	 A description of the outstanding achievements  

	 of the individual and the reasons why he or she is 	

	 deserving of Lasker recognition. (Limit response  

	 to 2 pages or less).

3.	 All nominations must include the following  

additional information:

	 a.	 A brief one-page biography including major  

	 awards received by each nominee.

	 b.	 A list of six (6) peer reviewed journal references

		  that substantiate the statements made  

	 in your nomination.  Do NOT submit reprints.

4.	 No more than five (5) letters of support per  

nomination will be accepted. Letters in support of 

Basic nominations should address the nature of the 

nominee(s)’s discoveries, and how those discoveries 

have opened up a new area of biomedical science. 

Letters in support of Clinical nominations should 

address uniquely innovative contributions of the 

nominee(s) that have advanced patient care for  

many thousands of people. Letters of support can  

be either included in the nomination package or 

mailed separately. 

5.	 All nominations that were accepted in 2020 will be 

considered for 2021; nominators may submit updated 

packets if appropriate, but resubmissions are not 

required. Nominations submitted previous to 2020 

will not be automatically carried forward. If you wish 

to re-submit such a nomination, please do so by 

completing a 2021 nomination form with all pertinent 

previously submitted material, including updated 

letters of support and any significant new developments.

6.	 Nominations and all supporting materials must  

be received by the Foundation no later than  

February 1, 2021.

Submitting a Nomination

Submit an electronic nomination:

www.laskerfoundation.org 

You can securely submit an electronic nomination 

and all supporting materials. You will be able  

to work on, save, and return to your nomination 

before making a final submission.

Download a PDF nomination packet from

www.laskerfoundation.org 

Completed packets and supporting materials may  

be emailed to dkeegan @ laskerfoundation.org  

or sent to:

Lasker Medical Research Awards 

Attention:  David Keegan 

405 Lexington Avenue, 32nd Floor 

New York, NY 10174

OR



2 0 2 1  L A S K E R  M E D I C A L  R E S E A R C H  A W A R D S

Please check the appropriate Award. 

			 BASIC MEDICAL RESEARCH AWARD   (no more than 3 nominees)

			 CLINICAL MEDICAL RESEARCH AWARD   (no more than 3 nominees)

			 SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD IN MEDICAL SCIENCE   (1 nominee only)

Nominee	

Nominee	

Nominee	

Nominator	

NAME

TITLE

ORGANIZATION NAME AND ADDRESS

TELEPHONE	 FAX	 E-MAIL

NAME

TITLE

ORGANIZATION NAME AND ADDRESS

TELEPHONE	 FAX	 E-MAIL

NAME

TITLE

ORGANIZATION NAME AND ADDRESS

TELEPHONE	 FAX	 E-MAIL

NAME

TITLE

ORGANIZATION NAME AND ADDRESS

TELEPHONE	 FAX	 E-MAIL



NOMINATION FOR BASIC MEDICAL RESEARCH AWARD OR CLINICAL MEDICAL RESEARCH AWARD 

Suggested citation for nominee(s)’s award (30 words or less).

For example: 

“For the discovery of . . .”

or  “For the development of . . .”  

or  “For the pioneering studies of . . .”

Summary of nominee(s)’s scientific contributions (150 words or less).

NOMINEES’ NAME



NOMINATION FOR BASIC MEDICAL RESEARCH AWARD OR CLINICAL MEDICAL RESEARCH AWARD 

1. 	 Why does the nominee(s)’s work represent a major advance in either the basic or clinical 

sciences and what are his or her original contributions that led to this advance ?

NOMINEES’ NAME

L I M I T  R E S P O N S E  T O  N O  M O R E  T H A N  2  P A G E S



NOMINEES’ NAME



NOMINATION FOR BASIC MEDICAL RESEARCH AWARD OR CLINICAL MEDICAL RESEARCH AWARD 

2. 	 List other scientist(s), in addition to your nominee(s), who should be considered for this award, 

and why. Please Note: The Jury considers this question a crucial one, and nominations without  

a complete response will be returned.

NOMINEES’ NAME

LIMIT  RESPONSE TO THIS  PAGE



NOMINEE’S NAME

NOMINATION FOR SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT IN MEDICAL SCIENCE AWARD 

Suggested citation for nominee(s)’s award (30 words or less).

For example: “For the discovery of . . .” or “For the development of . . .”  or “For the pioneering studies of . . .”

Highlight the outstanding achievements of the individual whom you are nominating as well as the 

reason why he or she is deserving of recognition from the Lasker Foundation.

LIMIT RESPONSE TO THIS  AND NEXT 2  PAGES



NOMINEE’S NAME



NOMINEE’S NAME
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